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Market information on onions ^vas issued from the Sentón Harbor,Michigan office .^from August 5 tp 
October 31, and from G;rand Rapids, Michigan from. November 4 to ^âpril lO^, 1944, . 

laii(2.nai_Si.t3¿3Ílíin     • ■■- 
The 1943 late commercial onion crop was estimated by tlie Crop Reporting Service at H,458,000 ■ 
sacks (lOO-lb.) compar-ed to 13,736,000 sacks in 1,042' and 11,586',000'¿acks for the previous lC-yea> 
(l932-*4l) averap^e. Expressed in percentages, the 1943 crop was I670 Tes.s than at year ago and 1% 
under average. Both decline in Rcr.erig^ind reduced yields contributed to production of the 
smaller crop. The 1943 harvested acreage was placed at 54,740 acres compared to 60,540 acres for 
1942 and 56,720 acres for the'10-year average. Average yieï'dsv/ere estimated at 209 sacks per 
acre compared to 227 sacks in 1942 and 204 sacks for the 10-year average. The decline in pro- 
duction sectionally, v^ras in the Midw-estern and Eastern group of Stateá. Production, acreage- 
and yields were above 19.42 and average in the *7estern irrigated areas. A late spring, and ex- 
cessive rains during the early part of the grovring season reduced yields in Midwestern and Eastsi 
em areas» 

Michigan Sit'iation 
(F.o.b, prices strong at ceiling) 

A short crop combined with a strong demand placed onions in a very favorable price situation. 
Open market values were held down, by ceiling price limitations, and f.o*b. prices were strong at 
ceiling, with demand exceeding supply for the entire season.  Supplies v;'ere especially short on 
domestic type Yellows, due to the short crop in the Midwestern and Eastern areas where this type 
bulb is the^principal variety produced.  This type onion is usually the principal source of late 
storage supplies for the country.  Storage supplies of this short crop were further reduced by 
heavy movement to consumers in August. UPA celling levels were rolled back September 1, and a 
heavy movement occurred on early harvested stock in late August to avoid price decline. A stroiig 
domestic demand existed during the entire season, also demand from the Government buying agencien' 
was strong. Domestic t^^o onions are especially suitable for long distance shipment in the iTQßk. 
state, late storage and dehydration, hence the demand from the Armed Forces and Lease Lend was 
active. G-overnment buying needs prior to January 1 v/ere largely filled from areas other than 
Michigan, but shortly after the first of the year, 50^^ of stocks on hands wore req.usitionod from 
Michigan. As a result, domestic supplies were extremely short after the first of January. 

Holdings other than for the Armed Forces cleaned up the earliest since Michigan has'become an^ 
important commercial producing area.  Stocks held in storage received a price advantage not dis- 
cernable at the start of the season.  GPA regulations allowed a $1.00 per 50-lb. sack extra for 
Boilers for the major part of the storage season, and Y^ith strong demand this grade stock sold 
readily at the extra premium.  In spite of moderately favorable prices, the 1943 season was un- 
profitable to a large portion of Michigan muck grov/ors.  Yields were spotted.  In the easte!rn,^ 
central, and southern sections 6f the State, crop failures or near crop failures due to excessive 
rainfall resulted in production losses. The Grant section had the best crop af any area and pro- 
fited most" from the active demand this season. 

(1943 Michigan crop 559^^ less than for 1942 and 547^^ under average (1932-41).) 
Michigan dropped from third place a year ago to sixth, as ra^nking onion producing State in the 
late crop group. Michigan's 1943 harvest was estimated by the Crop Reporting Service at^840,000^ 
sacks (lOO-lb.) compared to 1,848,000 sacks in 1942 and 1,818,000 sacks for the 10-year (193-:.-41j 
average.  Both reduction in acreage and lov/er average yields accounted for this decline. Av- 
erage yields per acre declined to 150 sacks per acre compared, to 220 sadcs fpr 1942 and 186 sacks 
for the 10-yoar average. Harvested acreage v/as placed at 5,600 acres compared to 8,400 acres in 
1942 and 10,000 acres for the 10~year average. 

Excessive rains in the early part of the growing season caused abandonment of some planted 
acreage and greatly reduced yields in other fields. This was especially tru in the muck areas 
in the eastern, central and southern parts of the State.  The rainy grov^-ing season increased 
production costs, because of the additional wecEing necessary. 

Michigan rail shipments to date, April 1, (with the shipping season virtually over) amoiinted to 
1,097 cars and compared to final shipments a year ago of 3,3C0 oars. A partial count oí truck 
shipments VTíIS available from the WFA permit office. This is not complete, as permit system xvas 
not started until September 5. • Truck shipments so recorded amounted to 816 carlot equivalents. 

No special transportation shortages developed, either in trucks or refrigerator cars in moving 
the short 1943 crop. 

distribution 

Distrivution of Michigan onions shifted from normal channels, due to the effects of Government 
regulations diverting stodcs to non-civilian channels and from price regulations» A heavy movc^ 
ment in August, prior to the rollback in ceiling prices, altered civilian distribution some. 
For the balrince of the marketing season, civilian movement was heavier to nearby outlets than to 
distant markets than is normally the case.  Shortly after the first of the year, 50^ of the ^ 
stocks on hand were diverted to military and Leasd Lend outlets.  Detailed distribution of rail 
movement is listed in chart form in this summary. 

Quality and Condition 
Quality and condition of the biilk onions stored in 1943 v/as above average.  A dry fall and a 
short crop aided in storing stock in prime condition« Most woak lots were moved early in the 
harvest period. 

Containers 
Sufficient sacks were available for packaging the 1943 crop« However, field, crates were scarce 
where replacement or increp.sed req^uirements were needed« 

- Continued on Pago 2 - 
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PRB,ÍAEY HESTIKATIONS GABLOT SHIPMSKS MICHIGAH OITIONS 
 (2ßjJ_skiEPJ2Aks_fur_thej^rioà Au^.^t_5J^hjr^ufîa^J/^x^hJSl,), 
State, am £i±y. Ù^^s_ i.Staie_arid_Citx CQXS, _:âtâ.te. âiià fiity ^^(^xê. 

Camp Clayborne 1 
Camp Livingston 1 
New Orleans 35 

Total 37 Total 181 

Mo-baiT^a 
Birmingham 
Daleville 
Ft. McClellan 
Montgomery 
Siebert 

Total 

6 
2 
1 
1 

11 

Nevj York  \,Contad; 
New York City 
Pier 29 
33Éd Street 

Total 

Aykansa.^ 
Caííip Chaffee 
Ft.  Bobinson 

Total. .     , 

Connecticut. 
Hartford 
Hew Haven 
Total 

District of Colujibma 
Washington 

Fj.orid,a 
Camp Murphy 
Defuniak Springs   ■ 
Drew Field" 
Jacksonville 
Miami 
Orlando 
Starke 
Talabassee 
Tampa 
Yukon 
Total 23 

Qeorgja 
Atlanta, 
Augusta 
Camp Stewart 
Columbus . 
Ft.' Benning 
Savannah 

Total* 

niinois 
Camp, Ellis 
Blue Island 
Chicago 
East Sté Louis 
Fulton 
Great Lakes 
Table G-rove 

Total 

Indiana 
Edinbiirg 
Ft. Wayne 
Indianapolis 
Total • 

Iov;a 
Muscatine 

ICentuck^/ . 
Camp Breckenridge 
Camp Ceunpbell 
Edgerton 
Ft. Knox 
Harlan 
Lexington 
Louisville 
Paducah 

Total 

2 

3 

3 
10 
13 

1 
2 
2 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
8 

5 
1 
2 
5 
1- 

15 

2 
• 1 
20 

1 
1 

14 
-¿ 
41 

1 
3 

9 

2 
1 
5 
6 
1 
5 
7 

-i 
28 

Ivfeilne 
Lewiston 
Portland 

Total , 

l!axy;an(^ 
. Baltimore 
.Preston . 

Total 

l\fa,^^aci|iii.q^tt.g 
Boston 
Charleston 
Chariestown ^ ' 
New Bedford 
Springfield 
Vy ore est er 

Total  ■ 

Miçliigan 
Detroit 
Flint 
Ft.' Cus ter 
Grand Rapids 

■ Greenville 
Houghton ' 
Ishpeming 

■Zeeland  ' 
Total 

Missi,ssjLppi 
Camp McCain 
Camp Shelby 
Elliott 
Grenada 
Gulfport 

Total 

Missouri 
Jefferson Barracks 
Kansas City 
HcElhany 
Newburg 
St. Louis 
Total 

Nebraska 
. South Omaha 

New Hampshire 
Keene 

■■ New Jersey 
Bridgeton 
Campbell 
Jersey City 
NY Lighterage Sta. 
Salem 
Waverly 
Weehawken 

Total 

Nexv York 
Barclay St. 
Brooklyn 
Medina • ^ 

2 

8 

19 

57 
7 
2 
1 
2 

71 

37 
6 
1 

18- 
2 
1 
3 

■ p 
74 

2 
5 
1 
1 

o. 
10 

3 
3 
1 
2 
-A 
13 

2 
1 

50 
7 
5 
1 

_7 
72 

34 
1 
Ô 

North Carolina 
Camp Butner 
Qiarlotte 
Cnerry Point 

■ Durham 
Ft. Bragg 
Goldsboro 
Ealeigh 
Washington 
Weidon 
Tfinston-Salem 

Total 

jíprth Daî^ot^ 
Preston 

QhJQ 
Bellefontaine 
Cincinnati 
Columbus 
Hamilton 
Toledo 
Youngstown 
Total 

Petinsylvania 
Altoona 
Chambersburg 
Harrisburg 
Monesscn 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Springfield 
Springsboro 
Uniontovm 

Total 

Bhode Island 
Providence 

South Carolina 
Charleston 
Chester 
Col-umbia 

• Ft. Jackson 
Greenville. 
Greenwood 
Sjrartajasburg 
'Total 

Tennessee 
Bristol 
Camp Forest 

, MorristoHn 
Knoxville 
Nashville 
Millington 
Tullahoma 

Total 

Texas 
Bersley View 
Dallas 
Ft. Worth 
Flourbluff 
Houston 
San Antonio 

138 
1 

1 
7 
1 
2 
2 
4 
1 

' 2 
1 

-S. 
23 

1 
31 
2 
8 
2 

1 
1 
5 
3 
1 

17 
86 
1 
1 

.^ 
117 

3 
4 
8 
1 
7 
2 

4- 2B 

5. 
7 
4 
2 

24 
1 

44 

1 
1 
Ô 
1 
1 

¡State. &. £ity_ J^j 
Viyginia, 
Caap Lee 1 
Ft. Story 1 
Lynchburg 2 
Moiindsville 1 
Ne\7port News 1 
Norfolk 1& 
Eichmond _9 

Total 28 

West Virginia 
Bluefield 
H\intington 
Moundsvi:llG 

■ ParkéSsbürg 
Princeton 

Total 

Wisconsin :• 
'Appleton Jet. 
Camp McCoy 

. Green Bay. ' 
Oconto 
Total   . 

Unreported by 
Railroads 
TOTAL 

2 
4 
l 
I 
2 w 
4 
3 
8 

17 

111, 
1097- 

3  SIM/Ai^; BY ST^ESi 
Alabama . XI 
Arkansas 3 
Connecticut 13 
Dist.of Col^ 2 
Florida 23 
Georgia iS 
Illinois 41 
Indiana 9 
Iowa 3 
Kentucky 2B 
Louisiscna- 37 
Maine  ' .  8 
í^-íaryland .21 
Mass. -' 71 
Michigan 74 
Mississippi 10 
Missouri 13 
Nebraska 1 
New Hampshire  I 
New Jersey 72 
New York 181 
North Dak. 1 
N.Carolina 2.3 
•Ohio 63 
Penn« 117 
Rhode Island   4 
S.Carolina 26 
Tennessee > 44 
Texas  . 11 
Virginia 28 
W.Virginia , 10 
Wisconsin ., 17, 

Total 981 
lÄireported ll6 
TOTAL  . 1097 

Total 11 

F.O.B. ONIQN SALES TOST MICHIG.AIT POINTS 1943^44 !^TH COMPARISONS 
Prices for 1939-40 thru 1942-43 are for USfrl Yellows, 5C-lb,sacks, all .size ranges 4w 2^ 
2" min»    Prices for 1943-44 are for Yellows & Yellow Boilers, 50-.lb.sacks, all size ranges 
¿ai.e¿ a¿re û?ijDâ.6ls_ofl saie^ £»o.à*_sîûppiAg: pPAPl £iuatAd_wja.el¿LXx^ -. -. T-^T>N-.V ~ - - 
le^k^Eading, i: _lâ43r44_^ ^ Ji^ Jâ42r44_ _:_ J.a42,-â3 i_ _ 1941-42. ^ _:_ X9^^^k ^ -î^ 

Nov. 6 
yellows 
$1.69 

13 1.S9 
20 
27 

Dec, 4 1.79 
11 1.79 
18 1.79 
24 1.79 
31 

Jan. 8 1.89 
15 1.89 
22 1.89 
29 2.04 

Feb. 5 2.04 
12 2.04 
19 

_-.£6  
2,04 

» -. .^ 

Yellow Boilers YellovíS 
$1,20-1^25 
1,17-1,25 
1.20-1*25 
1.20-1.40 
1.25-1,45 

$2.79 1.40-1.50 
2.79 1,45-1,50 
2.79 1.50 
2.79 1.50-1.65 
2,89 1.60-1.72 
2.89 1.65-1,72 
2.89 1.65-1,72 
3.04 1,72 
3,04 1.80-1.82 
3,04 1.80-1.82 

1.82 

Yellows 
$1.25^1,45 
1.25-1.40 
1.35-1*55 
1.50-1.65 
1.50-1.55 
1.50-1.55 
1.50-1.60 
1.4S-1».6.0 
1.60-1.85 
1.90-2.25 
2.00-2.10 
1.95-2.15 
1.90-2^10 
2.00^2*15 
2.10-2.20 
2.05-2.15 

Yellows 
$.60 

.55- .60 
• 55- .60 
.62« .68 
.60- .70 
.60- .75 
.62- ,70 
.62- .70 
.62- .70 
^62^ .67 
.62- .70 
•60- .70 
.60- .70 
.60- .70 
.60- .67 
.55- .65 

I 

^ _\^ >- J.±.82 _ aifi5-2jj¿ ii.5¿-_.65  

Ä léir to 
All 

JLâ3l-^Î0'. 
Yellows 
.50- ^: 
•4a. •5; 
•48- .5? 
•50-^.5: 
.50- .5F 
.47- .5Í 
.48- .5f 
.48- .5r 
.50- .61 
.44- .6f 
.55- .6Í 
.57- .6Î 
.65- .91 
.75- .9Í 
.80- ^9i 
. 85— . 9C 
>I7=L X.9Í 

- Continued on Page 3 - 
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Wm''^ PHICE HMGS MICHIGAN ONIONS IN IMPORTANT IvLABKETS 1943^44 
Quotations are for complete size range as quoted on each market,  for 50-lb»sacks, jobbing lots, 
,ricÄ xa^â ^mt^^v.|ekl|._ _ ^ - _y- „ -^--^~ — j ^-^-^-^^^-^-^- - - - ^i^cTMAír " 

2tiáiag_ i:'îkiie_Baiiexs_:Ieilflîr_EQiieXEii. _ ïeilfflwfi i. _ leliaws _ xXaHoa: RajJ-sxi. _ JislicttS_ _ 
25 lbs 50 lbs 50 lbs 50 lbs 50 lbs 50 lbs 

Hov, 6      $1.88 ^ ^^ ^„ 
13       1.88 $2.20 H'ïnPPC 

Dec.11 , 2.17|-2.30 
18 1.95-1.98 $3.48 
24        1.95 3.48 $2,45-2.47 2,85 
31 2.45-2.47 2.34    . 

Jan.  8 3,58 ?'^H'!S 
15 3.58 2.22-2.40 
22 3.58 2.60 2.22-2,44 
29 2.60 

Voh    5 3.78 $3.55 2.49 
'l2 2.07 2.62-2.75 2.37-2.59 3.56 

19 2.07 2.28-2,44 2.39 
26                                                                                                     2.28 

Mar. 4                                                                                                    2.28-2.70 
11                                                                                                   2.45-2,50 

__18 2^85 2^52-2.22 , 

weik- ~ 7 ^B- Ç -s- T -0- f - T . - - f -r T -Ï- 5 -:B- Ü -H- ÏÏ IT -       ; 

&üt a6_ ^ _ _ -^Q-j^Çg * 5Q ^^g 50 lbs 50 lbs 25 lbs 50 lbs 
Hov. 13 ^2.28-2.29 2.58-2.68 

20 2,27-2,30 $1.85 
Dec.  11 , 2,38-2.40 

24      $2.48 $3.48 
Jan.    8 

15 
22 

2.50 $3.50 
2.50 3.50 

3.58 2.50 3.50 
29 3.58 2,50 3.50 

^^^-  li Í:Í4-2.65 |:|-3.65 
26 2,64 3,64 

Mar,    4 2,79 
 II ^2^79  

ACBEA&E MD PEODUCTION ONIONS (toz. i^xket) ;    CM.ffiRCIAL CBOP 

OmW i  lO-year 5 : sto-yr,   j ;lO-year : : 
-Aim Í Average í      1942        :      1943      :average:  1942    :    1943    : Average :  1942 

STATS     : 1.932-41 i i :19i2-41¡ ilâ32-|l î    _     _... - _ 

^^^^^^'     . _ ^42,3^0 _ _ J38.20fi _ _ _2â.Q0û _■ _ _37 _ _ 60_ _ _ 6l_ _l/l^697_ _ 2,2.92 J^7Si 

^^GrSp^T^tal   _^,m - - -26.âSR _ _ _2Q..65Û _ _ _56 _^ _ 59_ _ _.43 ^354_ _ 1,5.86 _ _8âi 

^"SourSl    _ _ ¿,3.8fi _ _ _ a.fi5a _ _ _ 5,U.0Û _ _ L3S. _ _1S.9_ _ J12.8_ _ _l..l65_ _ 1.161 _ J§¡ 

ÎTisconsin 1,180 1,700 1.900 170        200 150 202     1/ 340       28. 
Minnesota 2.880 4,2 0 3.900 l6        ||§_ _ Jg_ _ _ J|t_ _ _ g|       | 

Ne^da 160 20Ö 300 212        250 200        ,      34 50        J^^ 
clïïLnia .    4.010 6.35Ö 7,000 .179        195 215     l/   .708        1.238    1,^ 

It^in        ^ I'M     Ifoi     i:io§   i?   Si   lai ^ i        i| 

AAA..s=a:liEíl:Íir:¿tl 
1/ Includes some quantities not marketed and excluded in computing values    California   late spru^ 
-145,000 sacks in 1942,  early summer - 70,000 in 1942;   Texas,  late  spring - 303,000 m 1942, 
£¡e£¡.r.gia =. 60jD00_iii. 19â2i. apa li^cansiiL - S0jPûO_sac]iS_iil 19^.2». _ . ^,„; 

g^mjf gEXAS OIION SEIEVîMrS PAST TEN SEASQNSi 
For weekly_periods. daie^. as_oi. 1944_ss£i£.oii mí jSPSXASSflU-aix^S. ¿ß-ißS. Äf_P£e£.iu.ua^|.easun£.         — 

iiarch 18 2 44 4 1 6 - - - " il      '    ) 
¡torch 25 ■  74 347 19 ^27 47 - - "pi; ^}t 
April    1 464 632 136 203 238 - - - 23 210 
4ril    8 -646 580 412 379 445 - - 39 # f 
Sril 17 563 664 637 364 940 205 7 675 | t 
¿Xil 22 m - 1.12â - _ 29Û _ 1.106 _ _ a2i _ _ i91 _ _ lJJ^_^.^gl „^_ I . _ _ I - -, -- 

1943 

- Concluded on Page 4 - 
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GABLQT SglBMrS fflCHIGM ONIONS BY CROP YE¿RS 

^rûP^Ieax. 1. J 
1927 

'uly^î- 
■^5- 

1928 «. 30 
1929 .«, 32 
1930 •• 86 
1931 1 73 
1932 ^ 89 
1933 1 185 
1934 *m 334 
1935 «. 81 
1936 5 357 
1937 3 19Ô 
1938 16 162 
1939 28 236 
1940 36 74 
1941 62 237 
1942  ,, 43 294 
1943 # 8 232 

r#ySubject to correction, 

1943-44 Season« 

iJyAs. 
168 

Oci._:. -Nay*, i. &£._:. -Jan,  : 2:eb,_: Jfer^i ^S>J. W-J. 
639 532 308 346 331 277 32 

499 673 .•289 211 370 244 285 63 _ 
3Q3 451 424 378 501 386 405 84 «. 
812 1050 686' 493 580 649 735 Sol' 27 
237   • 499 ,  349 475 454 424 26Ö 28 ^ 
454 612 503 448 659 765 853 342 49 
754 708' 472 552 653 748 sei- 278 I 

1099 1007 477 609 985 1011 en 138..: — 
353 .335 '  303 269 561 744 704 262 ■ 17 

1157 1104 ■ ,'.   720 624 923 • loSo 679" 320 «. 
551 387- 377 432 ■56S. ■ '425 : 718 189 ^ 
543 431 402 578 . 747. . 7.32: 768 ' 185 .   5 
369 238 255 335 633 404- ■   616 293. 20 
156 297 223 227 386 363 519 239 26 
562 347 272 324 581 374 302 34 ,. 
519 553 319 ^ 326 477 . ., 446 . ■ 312 5 •« 
74 31 79 156 220 ■ 191 S03 

17 

t.Tû.ta3. 
2,653 
2,664 
2,964 
5,499 
2,80b 
4,776 
4,913 
6,170 
3,629 
6,954 
3,844 
4^569 
3,422 
2,581 
3,138 
3,300 
1,101 

CAHLOT ONION' SKIPlíSl^S BY PHTJCIPAL STATES OF ORIG-IN" Í938>^39 TO 1943-44 

STATE _:_ 1938-39 _:_ Í9Í9-4U 
fers .. ÇsT.S 

îvlassachusetts 164 130, 
New York 4,109 3,6By 
Ohio 284 246 
Indiana 549 590 
îllinois 114 91 
MICEIGM 4,569 3,422 
Wisconsin 426 141 
Minnesota 1,357 2,031 
Iowa 665 593 
Texas 6,956 7,373 
Idaho 2,781 2,468 
Colorado 1,656      : 2,670 
Utah 759 614 
'.■Washington 242 714 
Oregon 1,972 2,152 
Caii fo£nÍ3,   i,¿2u _ _ . _ 1,376 
TOTiiL 28,706 28,746 

Ü Ë Ü Ë -■■ Ji_0_V_S_MJSJLT_ _ S 1 A 
_ Í9i0-4i-, ..:_ i9ál=:m _:_.19d2-43.„ 

Cfe.rs feïS. Cars 
102 101 189 

4,552 4,598 5,197 
2'i-l ■ 298 ■   201 
745 912 ■   753 
95' 158 144 

2,581 • 3,138 3,300     ■ 
278' 456 .      356 

1,956 • 1,948 2,591 
427 400 695 

4,907 3,819 8,877 
1,652 2,389 1,766 
1,607 3,218 3,914 

261- 367 289 
3l6- 708 767 

1,719 2,184 1,255 
_ _U445_ , _ _ J.^lâ5_  l*7ál_ _ 

23,098 26,102 32,663 25,001 

Notes: l/ Crop-movement season covers l6 months from îlarch of one year through J-une of the 
following year» ;    * 

2/  Includes shipments through April 1, 1944« 

KSK. ' i .      ..-■.• 

Released at Orand Eapids, Michigan, April 8, 1944» 


